THE  WORLD   SOUL
"I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased ; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted."
Was either of them asking for things from God ? No. The Pharisee was telling himself how good he was, and had nothing to learn, he was confirming himself in his ignorance, and the Publican was realising that he was a sinner and had much to learn.
That is the teaching of Jesus as to prayer. Nothing could be more clear. And nowhere is the uselessness of prayer as begging more clearly shown than in his life. When in his agony and distress in the garden he prayed to God to alter the inevitable course of events and save him, his prayer was not granted.
No requests have ever any effect. Our life is fatalistic, inevitable to a great extent and in any case never affected by God. If a thing is to happen, prayer will not affect it. We may pray for a thing and get it, we should have got it in any case. Nothing is so weakening or destructive to character as the cultivation of dependence, fear, distrust that leads to supplication. Perfect love casteth out fear.
The only real emotion is thought, which is the knocking at the gate of knowledge, and if we knock it shall be opened.
It is the same with confession.    There is nothing